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Some considerations…

A good scientist does not always = a good science 
communicator

Not all science is worth communicating to a non-
scientist

Focus on “things people care about”

Then, if time allows, consider “things people should 
care about”



Florida’s Lower East Coast Water Supply





We consume (information) differently

Scientists Policy-Makers



1. Know your audience

Committees

Voting record

Constituents

Priorities

Hobbies
Sen. James Inhofe (OK) U.S. Rep. Brian Mast (FL-18)





2. Respect them and their time

Be mindful of their position/title

Respect their staff

Dress the part

Keep it brief, stick to allotted time 
(Don’t be that person)

Thank them (time, service, commitment to issue)

PREPARE (takes more time than you think)



3. Don’t obsess over intricacies and 

uncertainties

This will bore them and waste time

Get to the point and make your point

Don’t be afraid to have an opinion.  Your 
credibility and best scientific judgment are 
important and can go a long way in influencing 
their opinion.



Don’t obsess over the details, give them the big 

picture as much as possible



4. Use effective visuals and consider a 

leave-behind

Photos and maps are best

Infographics

Fact sheets

Report card



Plume of polluted Lake Okeechobee water near Sanibel Island



Why bridge Tamiami Trail?



How does seagrass die-off affect water quality?



Sometimes a photo or map can’t tell the 

entire story

Illustrations can serve as a 
perfect representation of 
the science

They take a lot of time 
and can be costly

Find a good illustrator!







Packaging and word choice matters




